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This book 
is dedicated to the memory of the 
Reverend John Daniel Frederick Cranz, 
Preacher ; 
A Man of God 
who forscok the land of his fathers 
to find opportunity and greater 
freedom in the new werld 
in which he founded 
the Cranz Family 
of America. 
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Appreciation 


Without the patient assistance of interested members of the 
family, this volume could not have been compiled by one so de- 
tached from his kinsman as the author has been for thirty 
years. To Aunt Kate Crans must go the credit for first at- 
tempting the work, her inspiration coming no doubt from her 
Aunt Louisa Staehle Crans, who had obtained and preserved 
the records of the family in Germany. Leonora Van Hyning 
furnished most of the American material which she had spent 
years of patient, intelligent effort in gathering from many 
sources, to say nothing of collecting the priceless portraits 
which appear in this book. Aunt Cornelia and Uncle Fred 
Cranz were particularly helpful, both having keen memories of 
family affairs of the generation preceding theirs. Cousin Carl 
Cranz was alert in furnishing records requested of him, and his 
daughter, Eunice Cranz Grogan, is credited with the preparation 
of the records of her grandfather's family. “An Authentic 
History of Winesburg” compiled by the Rev. Arthur H. Smith, 
provided many correct dates and solved many a puzzle when 
conflicting memories clouded the facts desired. To all of these 
the author is deeply indebted and hereby expresses his thanks. 

Gres 


January 1, 1931. 
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Foreword 


NY Story of the Cranz Family would fall nat- 

urally into two divisions, German and American. 

The former is interesting chiefly because of its 
intimate relationship to the Reformation. A written 
record of the family has been preseryed dating back to 
the year 1589. - 

The Cranzes were South Germans, coming out of 
Saxony and moving westward through Bavaria, 
Wurtemberg and Baden. The Black Forest region has 
been their stamping ground for three centuries. Their 
chief object in life during seven generations was to 
preach the doctrines of Martin Luther. They were 
given to higher learning, with a marked bent for the- 
ology. They were never warlike except in a single not- 
able instance. 

That branch of the family which was transplanted 
into the New World in 1834, readily adapted itself to 
the process of Americanization. It shed its German 
characteristics along with its German bent for theology ; 
not one preacher has it produced since the death of its 
founder in 1876. The American Cranzes, like their an- 
cestors, are a peace-loving people, unostentatious, in- 
dustrious and thrifty. Physically they are hardy, 
vigorous and longlived; mentally they are alert, reason- 
ing, conservative and inclined to higher education; re- 
ligiously they are no longer closely bound by denomina- 
tional lines, and politically they lean to the Democratic 
principles of free government. 
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This volume is a compilation of traditions, historical 
facts and written records gathered from many depend- 
able sources. It furnishes a fairly complete picture of 
ten generations of the Cranz family. No doubt many 
errors have crept in since memories fail and human 
hands are prone to falter. 

Because this is a story of those born to the name, it 
does not go far afield in collateral lines nor does it pur- 
sue the genealogy of the ‘in-laws’. For the convenience 
of those who care to preserve additional records, blank 
spaces are provided in the book. 

Such as it is, this Story of the Cranz Family in Ger- 
many and America is presented to the members with the 
compliments of their kinsman. 

ARTHUR C. JOHNSON, SR., 
Columbus, Ohio 
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Sketch map of Southern Germany and contiguous territory, showing 
the relative locations of the places mentioned in the text of the Cranz 
history, and covering the known activities of seven generations of Cranzes 
in Saxony, Bavaria, Wurtemburg and Baden. 


THE REVEREND JOHN DANIEL FREDERICK CRANZ 


Founder of the Cranz family in America. 


WILHELMINA RENz CRANZ 


Wife of the Reverend John Daniel Frederick Cranz 
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The Cranz Family In Germany 
And America 


T WAS in the year of our Lord 1834 when the Na- 

tional Road was coming into its greatest glory as 

the main pathway of emigration into the west, that 
John Daniel Frederick Cranz with his wife and their 
six children joined a freighter’s caravan out of Balti- 
more and headed toward the land of opportunity lying 
behind the mysteries of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Everything was new and different to the eyes of the 
Cranzes — everything from the ponderous canvas- 
topped freight wagons in which they rode and in which 
were piled their household goods, to the farmers and 
villagers, teamsters and drovers, traders and travelers 
who appeared like actors in changing scenes along the 
highway; actors whose manners seemed uncouth and 
whose speech they could not understand. 

They were strangers in a strange land. They had 
disembarked but a few days before, from a lazy sailing 
vessel which had been eight long weeks bringing them 
from Bremen where they had said their last adieu to the 
Vaterland in which for seven known generations at 
least, the Cranzes had enjoyed the prestige that went 
with the learned professions in those centuries when 
education was a mark of distinction. 

John Daniel Frederick Cranz was a man of God. 
His father, grandfather, great grandfather and so on 
back for six generations in the direct line, had been 
preachers before him. Fortunately for this historical 
work, an actual and authentic genealogical: revord has 
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been preserved, through the centuries, in the books of 
those old churches of Bavaria, Baden and Wurtemberg, 
in which the following Cranzes as well as many others 


“Uncie CHARLES AND AuNT MARGARET” ; 
Oldest son of the Reverend Daniel, and his wife Margaret Shyder 


in collateral family lines, served as pastors during the 
period from the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries: 


Born Died 


Lolth (Cranz ene AVR eye oy nected wn. cermiccr ce checusta eirete 1589—1645 
JohnriGaspare Cranz incense eecech stot neta ees 1620—1676 
Bhilipp slrnstGranz cea, nampa cnc astra ars.en Pens Sm 1646—1720 
Jtohnebrederick® Cas pare Gratiz ctr ic’ is: cc's ars are ane 1690—1761 
GhierstotaiMs chael 5 Gratizanma etre str: stink vaste ais ies 1718—1786 
RO Mietaeore GG canes ec Wearenie y ote foc eich Naas 1760—1828 
John Daniels Bredétick Cranz,;A. Mee. oe0k 8 ges. 799--1876 


The Crans Family 13 


John Cranz, A. M., was born in Themar, Saxony, 
November 7, 1589; pastor primarius in Markheit, Ba- 
varia; ancestor of an ennobled branch of the family in 
Hanau. He died May 1, 1645. Back of his brief writ- 
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“Aunt Louisa AND UNCLE Fritz” 
Older daughter of the Reverend Daniel, and her husband, 
Nicholas Frederick Joss. 


ten record is only a tradition that his father or grand- 
father, a member of the Catholic priesthood, fell into 
the sweep of the Reformation and became a personal 
follower of Martin Luther himself. 

In 1620 at Langenberg was born John Caspar 
Cranz, who became a professor of Latin in 1646 and 
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then served as pastor of a church in Reidbach, Wurtem- 
berg, from 1651 until his death on March 19, 1676 “of 
dropsy”’ as the careful church record has it. 

John Caspar’s son, who then followed in the family’s 
theological footsteps, was Philipp Ernst Cranz, born in 
Langenberg in 1646, and died in Niederstetten on Janu- 
ary 30, 1720. He was pastor primarius in Niederstet- 
ten from 1685 to 1720, but preached 13 years elsewhere, 
—in all 48 years of ministry. A record of marriage here 
appears for the first time, for his wife is mentioned 
merely as “Sebina” who died in 1717 after 45 years of 
marital happiness. (A granddaughter, Veronica Se- 
bina, born in 1714, bore her name.) Another of John 
Caspar’s sons, George Ludwig, was also a preacher. 

Then came John Frederick Caspar, born 1690, died 
1761, who was pastor in Neubraun 1709 to 1720; pastor 
primarius in Niederstetten 1720 to 1760, having suc- 
ceeded his father there upon the latter’s death. His 
brother, John Michael, was also a preacher (two broth- 
ers were named John). John Frederick Caspar married 
Marie Margaret Nachtrof of Egersheim. 

Among the ten children of John Frederick and 
Marie, was Christof Michael, born in 1718, died 1786, 
and who, in turn, succeeded his father as pastor of the 
Niederstetten congregation a year before the latter’s 
death which occurred in 1760. He preached first in 
Dorzbach, 1742 to 1759. From 1759 to 1786 he occu- 
pied the Niederstetten pulpit where his father and grand- 
father had served before him. One of his brothers 
entered the ministry and three of his sisters married 
preachers. His wife was Ann Louise Julianna Brut- 
wein, daughter of a pastor in Arkerschopf. 
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True to the tradition of his ancestors, John George, 
one of the seven children of the Reverend Christof 
Michael, grew up in the ministry and eventually suc- 
ceeded his father in the Niederstetten pulpit. Two of 
his brothers entered the ministry and two of his sisters 


“UncLeE WILLIAM AND Aunt Mary” 


Second son of the Reverend Daniel, and his wife, Mary Drushel. 
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married preachers. John George was born August 3, 
1760 and died October 15, 1828. His wife was Marie 
Barbara, daughter of George Philip Schmetzer, ‘‘an inn- 
keeper”. 

It is a remarkable record, this occupancy of the 


“Uncie Epwarp anp Aunt Louisa” 
Third son of the Reverend Daniel, and his wife, Louisa Staehle. 


Niederstetten pulpit by four succeeding generations of 
Cranz pastors covering the period from 1685 to 1823, 
a total of 138 years. 

Another son of Christof Michael and Ann appears 
in the church records as having served as court chap- 
lain at Langenberg in 1782. He was John Jacob Fred- 
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erick, born in 1754; Pastor in Edelfingen, 1786 to his 
death in 1814; married Anna Marie Gerner, daughter 
of Mayor of Oberschopf. Two of their sons were 
preachers. 

The Reverend John George Cranz and his wife, 
Marie Schmetzer, became the parents of six children, 
three sons and three daughters, Jacob, Daniel, Carl, Jo: 
hanna, Louise and Wilhelmina, the first born in 1788 
and the last in 1798. Jacob was the first of the family 
recorded as having distinguished himself in military 
service, while Daniel was first to venture overseas and 
became the founder of a Cranz family in America. 
Jacob married Fredericka’ Mueller in Ludwigsburg 
where he died in 1837. Carl became a government civil 
engineer in Reutlingen. Johanna married Ludwig 
Meister, a pastor in Hollenbach. Louise married Albert 
Staehle of Hagenlohe, and Wilhelmina became the wife 
of the Reverend Benkler, pastor primarius in Ilshofen. 

As he will be referred to hereafter, the Reverend 
Daniel was born at Niederstetten in Wurtemberg, on 
July 11, 1790, was educated for the ministry as were his 
forefathers, he and his brothers attending high school 
at Inspach, 70 miles distant. He received his degree, 
Master of Arts, from the University of Titbingen lo- 
cated in the heart of the Black Forest region south of 
Stuttgart, and then served as vicar or assistant for some 
time with an aged pastor at Ulm until he won a position 
as ‘“Stadtpharer” at Altensteig, a small town also in the 
Black Forest region. Here his sister Louise presided 
over the parsonage until his marriage in 1815 to Wil- 
helmina Renz, daughter of the Oberamts or town clerk 
of Marbach on the river Nekar. 
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From Altensteig he was called to Wiesenbach, a vil- 
lage about 20 miles away, across the border in Baden. 
> 7 
In the years at Wiesenbach there came to the parsonage 
fireside two sons and two daughters, one of the latter 


“UncLE CoNSTANTINE AND AUNT CATHERINE” 


Youngest son of the Reverend Daniel, and his wife, Catherine Grether, 
(Drawing by Ray O. Evans, from a daquerreotype taken at 20.) 


dying in infancy. Those surviving were Charles, 
Louisa and William. After removing in 1822 to a pas- 
torate at Neuenkirchen near Mergentheim in the beau- 
tiful valley of the Tauber river, the household was en- 
riched by four more children, Edward, Paulina, Con- 
stantine, and a daughter who died in infancy. Neuen- 
kirchen was but 20 miles from Niederstetten where the 
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Reverend Daniel was born and where his father, the 
Reverend John George, was still preaching. His mother 
had died there in 1800. 


“AUNT PAULINA” 
Younger daughter of the Reverend Daniel, who never married 


The eight children of the Reverend Daniel Cranz 
and Wilhelmina Renz were born in the following years: 
at Wiesenbach in Baden—Charles, 1817; Louisa, 1818; 
a daughter who died in infancy, 1819; William, 1820; 
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at Nenenkirchen in Wurtemberg—Edward, 1823; 
Paulina, 1825; Constantine, 1827; daughter, 1829. 

The family found congenial friends and desirable 
companionship in the neighboring little city of Mergent- 
heim, distant but twenty minutes’ walk, where the chil- 
dren also found the advantage of better elementary 
schools than the hamlet of Neuenkirchen afforded. 

It was in Mergentheim that the Reverend Daniel 
first engaged in interested discussion of the increasing 
German emigration to America, and it was not without 
‘many heartaches that the gentle and more timid Wilhel- 
mina finally came to a serious consideration of packing 
up her growing family and accompanying her more 
venturesome husband to that alluring but strange land 
across the sea. 

They must have spent a year or more in hope and 
doubt and fear before reaching a final decision to quit 
the familiar home scenes where six generations or more 
of Cranzes had served God, four in the same pulpit. 
But the lure of fertile lands rather than a desire to 
spread the Gospel, won in the end, and the Reverend 
Daniel turned his face to the west where a new country, 
a new freedom, beckoned with greater opportunity for 
him and his growing sons. 

It was only after two of her brothers had consented 
to accompany them that the wife and mother finally re- 
solved to brave the dangers of the deep and cast her lot 
with her husband in the new world. Like Ruth of Bib- 
lical lore, she rose from a prayer for strength and 
courage, to announce her decision: “Whither thou 
goest, I will go; where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy 
people shall be my people; and thy God my God.” 
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The Reverend Daniel resigned as pastor of the 
Neuenkirchen church, sold what household goods they 


“Aunt LouisA AND AUNT PAULINA” 
Daughters of the Reverend Daniel, photographed together at Winesburg, 


in their old age. 


could not transport, and set out for Bremen. One can 
imagine the farewell scenes; the excitement of the chil- 
dren at the prospect, the envy of their stay-at-home 
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playmates. With their wooden chests following on a 
huge wagon, the family rode in a carriage as far as 
Miinden in Hanover, where they boarded a boat on the 
river Weser bound for Bremen and the sea. 

Arrived in Bremen, it was ten days before a pas- 
senger ship was ready to set sail for America, and there 
was much sharp bargaining between the thrifty Rev- 
erend Daniel and the shrewd Captain before the house- 
hold goods were hoisted aboard and the family pro- 
vided with suitable cabin quarters for the voyage. 

It was a slow yet comfortable passage from Bremen 
to Baltimore—eight long weeks, but fortunately free 


Site of the first Cranz home in America, a farm located about a mile 
from Winesburg, which was purchased by the Reverend Daniel upon his 
arrival from Germany. A fine spring determined the location of the 
original log house which was built by Rudolph Leyman, occupied by the 
Cranzes and gave way to a stone house built about 1840 by the Reverend 
Daniel. All that remains of the original buildings is the spring house in 
the left foreground. The hinges and latches of the stone house were hand 
wrought in Germany. The present buildings are modern. 
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from storms and shortened by pleasant association with 
other German “quality” bound for America, who filled 
the cabin quarters of the little sailing vessel. 

When the Reverend Daniel set foot on American 
soil at Baltimore, he founded the Cranz family in 
America, and it is that branch of the original German 
genealogical tree with which this history mostly has to 
do. The background of the family having been 
described in sufficient detail to serve the purpose of the 
less critical descendants, the reader can now return once 
more to the Baltimore caravan on the National Road, 
headed west for Wheeling, of which the Cranzes 
formed such an interesting part. 


Before leaving Germany it had been decided that 
the destination of the family should be a new German 
settlement in Illinois to which place certain of their 
friends had preceded them, and where the best of farm- 
ing lands were to be had cheaply. However, an unfore- 
seen drouth was destined to change their plans. Upon 
arriving at Wheeling where a river boat was to have 
been boarded for a continuation of the journey to the 
Illinois country, it was found that the stage of water 
in the Ohio river was so low as to stop navigation, so, 
not wishing to risk a long and expensive overland trek, 
the Reverend Daniel rented suitable quarters for the 
family and settled down to await the autumn rains 
which would again make the Ohio a navigable stream. 

Tiring of this delay, however, the head of the family 
posted off to Washington to visit some old friends from 
the Black Forest region, who had settled there, no doubt 
traveling back east over the National Road, this time by 
stage coach. Upon his return to Wheeling, and the 
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river still being low, he set out westward on the Na- 
tional Road as far as Columbus, Ohio, where he found 
an old friend in the renowned Professor Shmidt, the 
first president of that pioneer Lutheran Theological 
Seminary which is now a part of thriving Capital Uni- 
versity. 

It was Professor Shmidt who advised the Reverend 


Town residence of the Reverend Daniel in Winesburg to which he 
moved in old age after selling the Rudolph Leyman farm. Here he lived 
until his death in 1876. The house is built of stone, is still standing and in 
good condition and is located on the village’s main street a short distance 
from the church where the Reverend Daniel preached for 32 years. 


Daniel to turn north to Winesburg, Holmes County, 
Ohio, which was then a new German settlement where 
two of the Shmidt brothers were already located and 
where the Professor himself owned a farm. 
Proceeding to Winesburg he was impressed with the 
altitude and healthful conditions of that section, and he 
found companionship in Christian Shmidt and his good 


The Crang Family 2 


un 


wife who received him very hospitably. The Shmidts 
owned a general store and “kept tavern” there. They 
urged him to bring his family to Winesburg instead of 
going to Illinois. Acting on this suggestion he invested 
$809 in a farm of 100 acres lying two miles out of the 
village, upon which had been erected a log house con- 


The Evangelical Zion’s church in Winesburg, a building dedicated in 
1871 but which replaced the original building dedicated in 1841. It was 
the latter building in which the Reverend Daniel preached from 1836 until 
his retirement in 1869. He took part in both dedications. This church 
was built by a combined German Lutheran and Swiss Reformed congre- 
gation. 
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taining two rooms and a loft, and a log barn. But 10 
acres of the hundred had been cleared. 

Establishing himself in this new home forthwith, 
he sent for his wife and children who came overland 
from Wheeling with their voluminous household goods 
in two covered wagons hired for the purpose, the older 
boys and their sister Louisa walking much of the way 
rather than endure the jolting of the springless vehicles 
on the difficult roads. 

Among this household baggage was a huge box 
which contained the family’s most prized possession, 
one of the first diminutive grand pianos ever built, bear- 
ing as it did the date 1763. It was destined to be used 
for years in the Winesburg church and was still in good 
order when played in public at Canton in 1927. No 
doubt it was upon this instrument the oldest son Charles 
practiced the music lessons which made him an ac- 
complished pianist, a gift which he enjoyed even in his 
old age. 

With a team of oxen and inadequate implements the 
inexperienced German pastor, his gently reared wife 
and half-grown children began the unaccustomed 
drudgery which goes with pioneer farming. The plow- 
ing for wheat was badly done. The boys were not 
adepts at the task of milking, and Charles, especially, 
spoke in later years of his awkwardness and inexperi- 
ence which tried the patience of the cows and sadly be- 
spattered his clothes. He had been apprenticed to a 
pharmacist in Mergentheim at the age of 16, but, not 
being able to make a similar connection in Winesburg, 
he soon left the farm to clerk in the hardware store of 
a Mr. Snyder in Canton. When the latter opened a 
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second store in Akron, Charles was put in charge, mar- 
ried Mr. Snyder’s daughter Margaret and became a 
partner in the business in 1845. 

William, although having had elementary education 
for the ministry in Germany, turned to the saddlery 
trade which was then a thriving business. He became 


A bit of the Evangelical Zion’s churchyard in Winesburg, where the 
Reverend Daniel and his wife Wilhelmina Renz, along with others of the 
Cranz and related families, lie at rest. The headstone at the right of the 
three in the foreground, marks the grave of the beloved “Greatgrand- 
father.” 


associated with Louis Ley, in Shanesville, as did Ed- 
ward some time later. The boys during their apprentice- 
ship lived in the Ley home as was the custom in those 
days, and the friendship there begun was maintained 
throughout their lives. 

Two years saw many changes at the farm. One by 
one the growing sons left home to make their own places 
in the world. Louisa, the older daughter, had been won 
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by the dashing young Swiss merchant, Fritz Joss, who 
carried her away as his bride in November, 1836, to 
preside thenceforth over the household of the “King of 
Winesburg”. 

In the midst of all this came a ringing call from the 
Evangelical Zion’s Church which had been organized 
in the town four years earlier, and which was left shep- 
herdless by the resignation of its pastor. 

The Reverend Daniel accepted the charge and en- 
tered upon the pastorate which was to continue un- 
broken for thirty-two years. But he could not serve 
two masters, so he gave up farming, renting the land 
to a tenant, on shares, and moving into a somewhat pre- 
tentious new stone house which he built for his remain- 
ing family, the tenant occupying the old log cabin. 

The Winesburg Evangelical Zion’s congregation 
had been organized in 1832 by representatives from two 
groups, the German Lutherans of the town and the 
Swiss Reformed, most of the latter having settled as 
emigrants in the nearby locality known then as Walnut 
Creek. Socially and racially they had everything in 
common, but denominationally they were divergent be- 
cause of a difference of opinion which arose away back 
in the 17th century, over the true character of the 
Sacrament. The followers of Martin Luther held that the 
bread and wine at communion actually were the body 
and blood of Christ, while the seceding followers of 
Zwingli insisted on the more modernistic doctrine of 
mere symbolism. Only their weakness in wealth and 
numbers brought them together in Winesburg, neither 
being able to maintain an independent church of its own 
denomination. 
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Services were held first in a big stone house offered 
by the owner, Peter Schallioll, the first sermon, no 
doubt, having been delivered by the Reyerend William 
Shmidt, who afterwards became the founder of the Lu- 
theran Seminary at Columbus, Ohio. An appeal to the 
Synod brought ready asignment of the Reverend Henry 
Colloredo, as the first regularly enaployed pastor, and 
he served under the dual denominational handicap until 
1836, when he was forced to abandon the task of recon- 
ciling the congregational differences, and resigned. 

This first pastor was a young German who had or- 
ganized three churches before being assigned to Wines- 
burg, and though he lived twenty miles away, he con- 
tinued to serve his far flung parishioners, traveling 
afoot and armed for protection against the dangers of 
a rough new country 


sefore the Reverend Daniel began his pastorate the 
congregation had decided to build a meeting house, the 
cornerstone of which was laid in 1833, but which was 
not dedicated until 1841. The Reverend William 
Schmidt, who was one of the founders of the town and 
laid out the site in twenty-four lots, had donated one lot 
for the church site and two for cemetery purposes. Thus 
it was that the Reverend Daniel officiated at the celebra- 
tion over the completion of the project begun by his un- 
happy predecessor. 

In the meantime he had been serving several small 
churches which could not afford to maintain a regularly 
employed minister, the most important of these being 
located at Navarre and at Bethlehem in Stark county. 
The others were even more remote from his home. His 
habit was that of a circuit rider, leaving home as he did 


30 The Cranz Family 


on Saturdays at all seasons of the year and in all kinds 
of weather, and plodding back on Mondays, these 
journeys invariably being made in the saddle. 

Upon being called to the more important charge, the 
Reverend Daniel gave up the lesser circuit, much to the 
regret of the Navarre and Bethlehem villagers, and 
from 1851 until 1869 he confined his ministrations to 
the Winesburg congregation alone. During all these 18 
years his compensation never exceeded $200 per annum, 
but his meager salary was supplemented by the income 
from his home farm which largely supplied his imme- 
diate household needs. 

Under the weight of advancing years he became con- 
scious of the difficulty of living in his isolated country 
home at a distance from his people. His four sons had 
gone to seek their own places in the world, his elder 
daughter Louisa had been married and established in 
Winesburg since 1836, and his beloved helpmate, the 
gentle Wilhelmina Renz, had gone to her reward in Sep- 
tember 1861. Only his spinster daughter, Paulina, re- 
mained to preside over his household. So in 1867 he 
sold the country homestead and bought a place in the vil- 
lage. It was a stone house located only a square from 
the church and directly across the street from the home 
of his daughter, Louisa. The stone house is still stand- 
ing unchanged. It is a thickwalled, one story cottage 
with its broad side toward the street and edging up to 
the lot line so that the public sidewalk abuts upon the 
very threshold. Between the walk and the wall a grape- 
vine, planted by the Reverend Daniel, still grows and 
bears fruit, its branches covering an arbor which shades 
the walk in summer, almost the entire length of the 
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house. Its gnarled trunk clings to the wall, a sturdy 
stem the thickness of a man’s arm. 

The beloved old pastor served his congregation for 
so many years that he not only performed marriage 
ceremonies for many whom he had christened and 
catechised in childhood, but lived to christen their chil- 
dren as well. One of the romantic incidents of his long 
career was officiating at the double weglding of his sons 
Edward and Constantine, whe were married to his 
niece, Louisa Staehle, and Catherine Grether respec- 
tively, on Washington’s Birthday, 1852. The wedding 
ceremony was performed at the home of his daughter, 
Louisa Cranz Joss, older sister of the grooms, in Wines- 
burg, and two of her daughters, Caroline and Emilia, 
acted as bridesmaids. One can imagine the flutter of 
excitement, the crowd of relatives celebrating in the big 
Joss home, the decorations, the feasting and the music. 
Hochzeit! 

In 1869, being in his 79th year with the infirmities 
of old age coming on apace, the beloved pastor took of- 
ficial leave of his flock and retired to private life. His 
memory was failing, but he retained sufficient strength 
to enjoy his daily walks and the association of his 
friends and cronies. He was ministered to by his 
daughter Paulina who since 1857 had been assisted by 
Catherine, the widow of his son Constantine. Catherine 
found hospitable shelter for herself and her three small 
children under his roof and repaid him with her tender 
care. Thus the years passed until the last when his 
sons, William and Edward, came from their farm 
homes in Summit county to share the burden of his care, 
and they were with him by turns for several months 
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until he entered into the joy and peace of that final rest 
which he had proclaimed from his pulpits for so many 
years. He died June 29, 1876, aged eighty-six, and 
was laid to rest in the little churchyard at Winesburg, 
beside the gentle Wilhelmina Renz. 

From descriptions by those of the older generation 
who knew and respected and loved “Grandfather 
Cranz”, one can visualize him taking his daily walks, 
becapped and bespectacled, carrying a typical German 
cane and smoking a typical German pipe long-stemmed 
and big-bowled. His daughter, ‘Aunt Paulina’, told 
the writer in his boyhood, how, after ‘fruestuck” it was 
the old “‘pharrer’s” habit to carefully clean his array of 
favorite pipes, fill the generous bowls with tobacco, 
crowd it down firmly with a broad thumb, and lay the 
charged pipes in an orderly row on the wide windowsill 
of his study in readiness for a full day’s smoking which 
kept odorous pace with the preparation of his German 
sermons. 

He was no Prohibitionist, as could have been at- 
tested by his guests, his companions or his Swiss son- 
in-law, ‘Fritz’ Joss, in whose spacious home near the 
church he found ready hospitality each Sunday after his 
long and arduous preaching, at a board heaped with 
focd dear to German hearts, and flowing with foaming 
brew good for German Gesundheit. 

Thus far this narrative has accounted only briefly 
for five of his six children, as follows: Charles married 
Margaret Snyder and engaged in hardware business in 
Akron, Summit County, Ohio; William and Edward, 
apprenticed to Louis Ley, saddler and harnessmaker, at 
Shanesville, Ohio; Louisa, married to the prosperous 
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swiss merchant, “Fritz” Joss, in Winesburg, and Paul- 
ina, spinster, living in her father’s home. 


—— 0 ——_ 


CHARLES became a prominent figure in the business life of 
Akron when that city first came into its own as a manufacturing 
center. He accumulated considerable wealth according to the 
standards of that time but he was practically ruined financially 
by the tragic failure of the great John F. Seiberling enterprise, 
The Excelsior Company, which brought,‘distress to many well- 
to-do investors of Akron and Summit County. Striking out for un- 
tried fields and hoping to mend his fortunes, he made a new 
start in 1882, staking all he could rake, scrape and borrow in the 
pioneer California fruit industry which was just coming into mass 
production and commercial importance. He located 10 miles from 
San Jose in the valley of that name, and became a prosperous 
grower of apricots, prunes and grapes. He died in San Jose in 
June, 1808, at the ripe old age of 81. Charles Cranz and Margaret 
Snyder had four sons and one daughter, Charles, Frank, Harry, 
William and Emma, the latter marrying successively two brothers, 
Tom and David Perkins, both residents of California. Three 
sons, Will, Frank and Charley, also became residents of Califor- 
nia, having preceded their father to the coast. (See page 59.) 


fe) 


Louisa Cranz Joss bore nine children, Caroline, William, 
Emilia, Adolphina, Emma, Charles, Sophia, Leonora and Mary. 
She and her husband who was a prosperous merchant, lived and 
died in Winesburg where they rest in peace beside her parents 
in the village churchyard. (See page 60.) 


oO 


WiLLiAm married Mary Drushel, of near Middletown (now 
Mt. Hope), Holmes County. He set up first in the saddlery 
business at Mount Hope, a lucrative trade which he pursued for 
a time, then entered a merchandising business with his brother 
Edward, but later took to farming at Freiburg nearby. He bought 
a farm at Ira, Summit County, Ohio, in 1863, where he lived 


34 The Cranz Family 


until his death in 1895. To this union were born twelve children, 
eleven reaching maturity, as follows: Sophia, Pauline, Frederick, 
Emma, Daniel, Cornelia, Lana, Kate, Lewis, Eugene, Herbert 
and Stella. 

Of the 12 children of William Cranz and Mary Drushel the 
following were born at Mt. Hope, Holmes county, where their 
father was in turn saddler and merchant and where he and his 
young wife first set up housekeeping upon their marriage in 1843: 
Sophia (in their first temporary home) and then, after moving 
into a nearby house which is still standing, came Pauline, Fred- 
erick, Emma, Cornelia, Daniel and Lana. Katherine (Kate), 
Lewis and Eugené were born in the farm home at Frieburg, to 
which place the family had moved about 1858 and where Emma 
died in 1860. Herbert and Stella were born at the farm home- 
stead, Ira, Summit county, to which the family moved in 1863. 

Soputa, the first daughter, never married. After her educa- 
tion was completed she taught school, going to Mendocino, Cali- 
fornia, with her sister Cornelia, in 1877 for that purpose. There 
she died in 1882, from the lingering effects of a fall in an excur- 
sion boat, and was buried in the family lot at Ira. 

PAULINE was educated in Akron, taught there for a time, 
married Charles Oviatt Hale with whom she settled down in_ the 
Hale homestead near her parental home at Ira, and spent a long 
life devoted to bringing sunshine into the world for countless 
others. She died in 1924, childless, but blessed by half a score 
or more of those she helped to rear from childhood to useful 
maturity. She rests in the cemetery at Ira. 

FREDERICK attended Western Reserve Academy at Hudson, 
Ohio, met and won Anna Case, of Hudson. They were married 
and took to the land, farming at Ira, where three children, Earl, 
*Clarence and Mary were born. They then moved to Everett, 
Ohio, where the second daughter, Edith, was born. Purchasing 
a farm in Richfield Township, the family then moved to that loca- 
tion, where Charles, Pauline and Mildred were added to the 
growing family. In the 80’s they moved to a ranch in Nebraska, 


* President Bruner, Goodhue-Cooke, Cranz Co., of Akron, O.; for- 
mer councilman of that city. 
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where brother Lewis was already located, but later moved to 
Kearney, Nebraska. The youngest son, William, was born in that 
western state. The family returned to Akron, where the wife 
and mother died, as did the elder son, Earl. Charles died in 
Seattle, Washington, and the fourth daughter,, Mildred, passed 
away at her home in Cleveland. 

Ema died of diphtheria at the age of 9, in Mt. Hope. 

CORNELIA never married, and, except for the five years she 
spent in California with her sister Sophia, has*lived in the homes 
of her sisters Lana and Kate, her brother* Lewis or her nephew 
Carl. After the death of her sister Lana she took charge of and 
reared the latter's orphaned children, “Katy and Nante,” until the 
remarriage of their father, I’. W. Schumacher, to Clara Emig. 

Daniel, after preparatory education, graduated from Hahne- 
mann Medical College, in Chicago, and settled down to the prac- 
tice of medicine in Wadsworth, Medina County, Ohio. There he 
married Mary Butts. To them two children were born, Pauline, 
who died in infancy, and Cornelia, now Mrs. Paul Marvin Pope, 
of Jacksonville, Florida. Later the family moved to Akron, 
where the Doctor practiced medicine and engaged in other busi- 
ness. Upon the death of his wife he went to live with his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Pope, then located in Oklahoma City, where he engaged 
in business and died in 1914. 

Lana (baptized Lena Frances) was educated in Akron, at- 
tending Buchtel College preparatory department for a short time. 
She was twice married, first to Charles Johnson, a native of 
Sweden. To this union one son, +Arthur, was born. Her second 
marriage was with If, W. Schumacher, a native of Germany, and 
to them were born a daughter Kate and a son Ferdinand. The 
former is Mrs. George Crane of Santa Paula, California. Ferdi- 
nand died in young manhood of tuberculosis contracted in the 
south where he was representing one of the Akron rubber com- 
panies. Lana died of pneumonia in 1885 at the age of 29. 

KKATHERINE (“Aunt Kate’) was probably the most widely 
known of any of the family. She attended the lowa State Normal 


+ President Ohio State Archaeological & Historical Society; Editor 
and Assoc. Publisher Columbus Dispatch. 
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School, taught in various places and capacities before becoming 
head of the modern languages department of Ohio University, 
Athens, Ohio, where she remained for 14 years. She made two 
journeys to Europe, engaged in a floristry business and other 
projects later in life, and was in fact the inspiration, in a large 
measure, for the preparation of the Cranz Family History. She 
died in 1924 and rests beside her parents at Ira. 

Lewis left home to locate in Nebraska, where he first was 
associated with the son of his father’s friend, Louis Ley, in the 
banking business, and later with his brother Fred in a ranch. He 
returned to Akron where he engaged in two merchandising proj- 
ects, was for a time associated with his sister Kate, and then 
settled on a farm in Summit County, where he now (1931) lives. 
While in Nebraska he was married to Anna Bode, who bore two 
children, Ruth and Carl. Years after her death he married Mary 
Cryder. To them one daughter, Laura, was born. 

EUGENE, twice a student at Ohio State University, spent 
much time teaching in earlier years, but during the old age of his 
parents he cared for them and their homestead at Ira, and is 
now the owner and occupant of that place in “Pleasant Valley.” 
He married Nettie Parker, of Osborn’s Corners. To them six 
children were born, Luman, Gracia, Doris, Damon, Harmon and 
Paul. “Uncle Eugene” made much of himself as a master farmer, 
being active in agricultural science, educational and social work, 
at one time serving as secretary of the Ohio State Grange. He 
has made of the old “Mt. Tom’ homestead a model farm plant 
which is now operated by two of his sons. 

Hersert, upon leaving home, married Ella Lowe, of Fred- 
ericksburg, Wayne County, and lived for a time near his brother 
Daniel in Wadsworth, Medina County, but later moved to Akron 
where he pursued the brass molding trade. Two children were 
born to this union, John and Harry. After the death of “Aunt 
Ella” he engaged in other pursuits. In more recent years he has 
been located near Doylestown, Wayne County, where he pur- 
chased a fruit farm and operates an oil station as a side line. 

STELLA, the youngest of the twelve, attended Buchtel College, 
lived at home and married Amos Walter. They engaged in farm- 
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ing, first on the Walter homestead, then near Hammond’s Corners, 
but later moved to a farm near Kent in Portage County, where 
they now (1931) reside. To them were born three sons, Herbert, 
Irving and Cranz. 

The William Cranz and Edward Cranz Summit County home- 
steads, in Pleasant Valley, were separated by but two country 
places, the historic Hale home and the old “Richardson place.” 
On the edge of the valley, Kate Cranz once had her home and 
nearby Carl and his sister Ruth now livg. On these six tracts 
the following have lived at some time during the period since 
1864, as lessees, owners or co-owners: William and Edward, Pau- 
line, Edward Jr., Carl, Kate, Cornelia, Eugene, Lana, Carl the 
younger, Ruth, Doris, Paul and Damon 


all Cranzes by birth. 


o—— 


EDWARD married a cousin, Louisa Staehle (a daughter of his 
father’s sister Louise), who was born in Germany. He became 
a merchant in Bakersville, Coshocton County, and later at Mt. 
Hope and also Winesburg in Holmes County, and then in 1864 
bought a farm at Ira, very near to that of his brother William. 
There he lived and reared his family, dying in 1901. To this 
union were born six children, Wilhelmina, Albert, Edward, Oscar, 
Carl and Mary. 

Of the six children of Edward Cranz and Louisa Staehle, 
Wilhelmina was born in Bakersville, Coshocton County. She was 
married to Fred Frink, of Kansas, in 1881, went with her husband 
to California a few years later, and died childless in 1894. Her 
death occurred on a train near LaJunta while enroute to her old 
home in Ohio. 

ALBERT was born at Mt. Hope, Holmes County, studied med- 
icine in Cincinnati and practiced eight years at Winesburg where 
had lived so many of his relatives, and died of typhoid contracted 
during an epidemic in 1888. He was unmarried. 

Epwarp, born at Mt. Hope, moved with his parents to Ira, 
and from that time on he pursued farming consistently, acquiring 
his father’s homestead in 1895. He married Melinda Lutz who 
was reared by his cousin, Pauline Cranz Hale, and to them were 
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born two sons, Walter and Daniel. The wife and mother died in 
1915 and Edward passed away in 1924. 
Oscar was born at Mt. Hope. He turned to school teaching 
which he pursued for years. Marrying Clara Duryee, of Bath, 
he settled on a farm at that place, farming and teaching until 
1896. To this union three children were born. Upon his second 
marriage, in 1896, to Bertha McCollister, he moved to California 
to engage in business at Oceanside with his brother-in-law, Fred 
Frink. Meeting reserves due to a drouth, he moved to Los 
Angeles where he found employment with a contractor and met 
his death in 1903 by a cave-in. He left a widow and four children. 
Cart lived at home until after his marriage to Caroline Dres- 
cher, of Holmes County. He located on a farm near Bath (Ham- 
mond’s Corners) where he lived until the family moved to Akron. 
The family home is now (1931) in Cuyahoga Falls. To this 
union were born three children, Eunice, Celia and Marian. (See 
page 56.) 


oO 


CONSTANTINE followed his brother Charles to Akron where 
he learned the cabinet maker’s trade. He married Catherine 
Grether in 1852. In the spring of 1857 he and his brothers 
William and Edward left their families together in Akron, and 
joined the westward rush for Kansas lands. They made some 
purchases on the site of Wyandotte, now Kansas City, Kansas, 
but while making further investigation of sites along the Missouri 
river in the early autumn, after Edward and William had returned 
to Ohio, Constantine fell ill with typhoid fever. While in a state 
of delirium he eluded his nurse and drowned by accident in the 
Missouri. The writer recalls the story related in after years by 
his grandfather, William, who told how he hurried back to Kansas 
to assist in a search for the recovery of Constantine’s body. 
While proceeding down river on a steamer, the searchers went 
ashore at a woodyard where the steamer tied up for fuel, and 
while eating melons in a patch belonging to the wood choppers, 
they discovered a newmade grave nearby. Idle curiosity prompted 
them to call attention to it when the woodchoppers explained that 
the floating body of an unknown man, clothed only in a night 
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shirt, had been taken from the river a few days before and buried 
at that convenient spot. Descriptions followed, an investigation 
was made, with the distressing result that the body proved to be 
that of the missing brother. Burial was made at Leavenworth, 
Kansas. Three children, Louisa, George and Amelia, grew up 
under the care of the bereaved widow, first at ‘Winesburg, and 
then at New Portage, (now Barberton) in Summit County. (See 


page 51.) 


oO 


PAULINA never married. After the death of her parents she 
spent much of her time with her brothers and sister Louisa, but 
chiefly at the home of William at Ira. She passed away in 1896 
and lies beside her parents at Winesburg. 


CRANZ FAMILY IN GERMANY 


i1Emigrated to America. 


POSEN LORAINE Gonton satire ae ok ties 2 Sion 
(No marriage record.) 
JOHN “CASPARNGRANZ: 5 2.4.55 600 dias 
(No marriage record.) 
RA LEDIP ORNS DT AGRANZ vet ce Saceicimue 
“Sebina, died 1717.” 
JOHN FREDERICK CASPAR CRANZ..... 
Marie Margaret Nachtrof. 
Crristor MICHAEL (RANZ 6457050 S.4 
Ann Louise Julianna Brutwein. 
JOURN WGEORGE: CRANE. fui lenle ls vnc siete 
Marie Barbara Schmetzer 
: JACOBY che ctelec te 
JOHN GEO. CRANZ Daniel tesa ee 
: (Bea flignk, Sanit eis Gee 
Marie Schmetzer Johanna ....... 
sey th tae Oe [HOUSES ees sleek 
Married in 1787. Wilhelmina 
JACOB CRANZ Sea 
Fredericka Mueller scat 
Morritz 
Elise 
DANIEL CRANZ* Charles 
Wilhelmina Renz? ae 
Edward 
Paulina 
Constantine 
JOHANNA CRANZ William 
’ Franz 
Pastor Meister Heinrich 
Carl 
Rudolph 
Wilhelmine 
Augusta 
Antoineta 
CARL CRANZ Unmarried 
LOUISE CRANZ Louisa ' 
Albert Stachle Site 
Wilhelmina 
Caroline 
WIL’MINA CRANZ a eal 
Pastor Benkler Emil 


Born 
1589 
1620 
1646 
1690 
1718 
1760 
1788 
1790 
1792 
1794 


1790 
1798 


No. 


Died 
1645 


1676 
1720 
1761 
1786 
1828 
1837 
1876 
1868 
Rec 


1836 
1842 
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CRANZ FAMILY IN AMERICA 


REV. DAN’L CRANZ 


Wilhelmina Renz 
Married 1815. 


CHARLES CRANZ 


Margaret Snyder 
Married 1845, 


LOUISA CRANZ 


N. F. Joss 
Married 1836, 


WILLIAM CRANZ 


Mary Drushel 
Married 1843. 


EDWARD CRANZ 


Louisa Staehle 
*Married 1852, 


PAULINE CRANZ 


CONS’TINE CRANZ 
Catherine Grether 
*Married 1852. 


Born 
SHATIES 5 enacts s 1817 
ouisa anc ace, 1818 
Walliams 2, ctor 1820 
Infant dau. 1821 
cward) actos 1823 
Pauling teers ere 1825 
Constantine .... 1827 
Infant dau. 1829 
Charles 2). Si5meu ictoteccs 1848 
Potnimal ry Ae Mes eel ee 1850 
Mirdtikor id center n eia 1853 
PEALE VS srctasecnan erases 1857 
Willian so.8 aco aston 1859 
Garolines...eeahicnsa. 1839 
Wallin orA°cet,arostnccneres 1840 
BADIA a 5 ose ate ca ae 1842 
Adolohinay 145 ces oaas 1844 
ESTHENA met log ste-cre Bite arta 1846 
GCHATIOS Hokey ccinaak arene’ 1849 
SOphignune cae nies, 1851 
Leeonovae ss cisist oteans 1854 
Many exes tenets 1856 
SOplila. 2 Gig. barat ees 1844 
PAUlinicgss ace cwtalnewitew sate 1846 
ISEEdCLICK s .a\shissiee case vc 1850 
BiMindee ate santrs aces 1851 
CGINElIa tatresec eters cies 1853 
Daniele tem h esis 1854 
WEAN dmc aca igs cats pitts aie 1856 
KSAHREG ING Nac,)s shareeie wel ocers 1859 
UE aot tie Brat tae 1861 
NUE RG Barto acies eAicc tiees 1863 
TOEBGH i his says ese ale ke 1865 
Stehaer case ublteion vais 1867 
Wilhelmina ..2.......; 1852 
Ailbentunre ci cecsetak abet 1854 
Kdwardiat sis sv ara oes 1856 
OSCATIP fosias ee olson 1858 
Gatlin see concen 1863 
Marya pier Rae rec 1866 
Unmarried 
LGUISAM wes ect enaa 1852 
NGEOL REY or ee pee nee 1854 
MICHA Sihecam cee ce ae 1856 


* Double wedding, February 22, 1852. 


() Died in Mexico. 
(*) Died in Los Angeles. 


(*) Died in Switzerland. 
(*) Died in San Diego. 


41 


1887 
1859 
1914 
1851 
1851 
1909 
1881 
1930 
1925 
1882 
1924 


1860 


1914 
1885 
1927 


1894 
1888 
1924 
1908 
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CHARLES CRANZ FAMILY 


CHARLES CRANZ 


Margaret Snyder 
Married 1845 


CHARLES CRANZ 


EMMA CRANZ 

1 Tom Perkins 

2 David Perkins 
Married — 

FRANK CRANZ 
Married, no record. 

HARRY CRANZ 

WILLIAM CRANZ 


Married, no record. 


Born 
Gharlesiesancakse cts 1848 
indie hese abe 1851 
Branko: 1853 
larinyiete ascites 1857 
Walltam! 2.4.84. 1859 
Unmarried 
(GATOS eros ss ayacehe ee tastale 1875 
UN Ist Doan ee noe ArT 1877 


Valentina 


The compiler of this work is forced to apologize for the meagerness 


of the Charles Cranz family recerd presented here. 


It proved impossible 


to obtain desired facts and dates, the members of this Cranz branch being 


few and widely scattered. 
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LOUISA’ CRANZ JOSS FAMILY 


LOUISA CRANZ 
N. F. Joss 


Married 1836. 


CAROLINE JOSS 

Simon Gerber 
Married 1860. 

WILLIAM JOSS 


EMILIA JOSS 
Augustus Frederick 
Married 1864. 


ADOLPHINA JOSS 


EMMA JOSS 
CHARLES JOSS 


Frances Kilmer 
Married 1876. 


SOPHIA JOSS 


Fred Blaser 
Married 1873 


LEONORA JOSS 

L. Spaunhake, M. D. 
Married 1880, 

MARY JOSS 


Fredk. Reichenbach, Jr. 
Married 1878. 


(*) Died in Switzerland. 


Born 
Caroline? 3. 5: 1839 
AWNiThTeitidine's eekests =, ¢ 1840 
Eotilianiesta carne 8k 1842 
Adolphina ...... 1844 
Leh agh ho Nema aaa ee 1846 
(hanes a, trees. 1849 
SOP aris waste. ere 1851 
Pe€ONO KA aieahs ve = 1854 
Mary*......gge. 1856 
Childless 
Unmarried 
Feriita ie, sixes acseionssssetae 1865 
GHARles sates eats da.sinse ch 1868 
Wall tahini. ts salah eat 1872 
FLARE ross so cic he a avs,c ental 1876 
g USS es rene Here chem Ien Te 1877 
OGAT I. Iefaesaet ciate ad rete 1882 
1 VES CE Waa eco yan tear Re nenenc xo 1887 


Died in childhood 


Died in childhood 


Ltriseltresiivasete sate isiarnre se 1880 
ENGNG wee ciel isnersicia ee etree 1882 
@imare ee teccscn swe ne 1884 
LIK 6019) GMa eae Eee er 1874 
Wharleswe ss, vases cess 1875 
Stitt seen ren 1876 
Himelianmimescumn netic. 1879 
Wislivanysersaertente eta te:s 1880 
Son, died in infancy 

Coeliac keoats to itretctrra ot 1881 
Plenitiatines ifsacticceteccstas 1883 
1) ol Sores ey weil ean atin 1879 
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Died 
1887 
1859 
1gl4 
1851 
1851 
1909 
1881 
1930 
1925 
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WILLIAM 


WILLIAM CRANZ 
Mary Drushel 
Married 1843 


SOPHIA CRANZ 


PAULINE CRANZ 
Charles O. Hale 
Married 1875 


FREDERICK CRANZ 
Anna Case ** 
Married 1873. 


EMMA CRANZ 
CORNELIA CRANZ 


DANIEL CRANZ 
Mary Butts *** 
Married 1880, 


LANA CRANZ 

1 Charles Johnson * 

2 F, W. Schumacher + 
Married 1874—1881. 


* Native of Sweden. 
** Died 1921. 


CRANZ FAMILY 


; Born 
Sophias tepeleys 1844 
Pauline ran wiscs 1846 
Bredenichow, is. 4:« 1850 
Impnabesteke «hur eye 1851 
Cornea rset 1853 
Daniel ey andeainec 1854 
ISH ences aera 1856 
Katherine: <...... 1859 
ewiSi hae itee 1861 
Bg eneran saps 1863 
ElerDert.o: a:-taeyese 1865 
Stellas cocci: 1867 
Unmarried 
Childless 
[DEA AOR pote a Mater agde 1874 
(GAP ENCES ie letarsie theless 1875 
NEAT Meereminicm ee ineeialt sie-8 1878 
FCAT cakes bo estate tresses: sas 1880 
Ghagleswas. ree seen garciites 1883 
PaAllitie aos, coeitcistas a apeers 1885 
Mitlaetle sore ee nyacettat 1887 
Walliatiinn.or eisewo fades 1888 
Died in childhood 
Unmarried 
Paliiitern tag aio a ereos 1882 
Gonneliaies kt jeteess eee yam ts 1883 
Vater Cb bok eee ae EEA REI SN 1874 
Watherme tes cisco crn 1882 
PICHIA: ss classes in eration 1883 


+ Native of Germany. 
e%* Died 1908, 


Died 
1882 
1924 


1860 


1Q14 
1885 
1927 


1922 


1928 
1928 


1884 


1913 


WILLIAM CRANZ FAMILY 


KATE CRANZ 


LEWIS CRANZ 

1 Anna Bode * 

2 Mary Cryder 
Married 1888—1902. 


EUGENE CRANZ 
Nettie Parker 
Married 1893. 


HERBERT CRANZ 
Ella Lowe+ 
Married 1889. 


STELLA CRANZ 
Amos Walter 
Married 1893. 


* Died 1898, 
+ Died 1922. 
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(Continued ) 

Born 
Unmarried 
RUG bet Persine tie ciniguccnice Woes 1889 
(Geel boa ye ney Sab arity tes 1892 
peniaiy tinictccercecestensinrn tis 1904 
Luman 
Gracia 
Donte iersen comp 
IBEkntol arrears Mnamotb ac 
Harmon 
Pate waitets Ou stersredane a aes 
[folaketeasemciei voce axe aeetin 1890 
Inet ald Seen Saami Oe 1896 
Herbert sat. cnastice sree 1899 
Ibaiahitenc eM AG sate OTe 1903 
CHAN Z Iced nilenteser sees 1909 
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Died 


40 
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EDWARD CRANZ FAMILY 


Born 


Wilhelmina .... 1852 


Married 1857 


* Daughter of a Cranz. + Cousins. 


*Louisa Staehle Afhert oo... 1854 
Married 1852 Edward = o0.c. 3% 1856 
Sater edie rch 1858 
Gann sot sear oe 1863 
Miatayaminaccciostets 1866 
WIL’MINA CRANZ Childless 
Fred Frink 
Married 1&8]. 
ALBERT CRANZ Unmarried 
EDWARD CRANZ Wraltetiiogs swe neces p 1889 
Malinda Lutz Daniel aiseue swaconon 1892 
Married 1888. 
OSCAR CRANZ Etanikcn:ticengia hn 1879 
1 Clara Duryee Tala Mati lieia Miata ee aot 1880 
2 Bertha McCollister Ral plisse ioagueteuiren- ota 1888 
Married 1879—1896, Ratha Mais ersten ee men les 1899 
CARL CRANZ TSttniceaavrdete sae ater 1891 
Caroline Drescher Geliatis oxcertaittcnn ele 1893 
Married 1890, WMartaraen eacticseatareatinne 1894 
MARY CRANZ Unmarried 
THE STAEHLE FAMILY 
Born 
LOUISE CRANZ (Sister of Rev. Daniel).......... 1796 
Alberts Stachle sc: cohen sie cen asain 1801 
Married 1824 
EO GUES AL aA EEC EC Rarer ae tech tetn antinrsniie tae darn a 1825 
Bedarra Gratia prccscevemamrcer te tenis rat sabepeve ean cay Melee eae 1823 
Married 1852 
AIS BEERS iS LAGE! PT BY Win Se ratian cate cslnceatenieietinee site 1827 
Charlotte Pacetin. unis nian cvencar athe caren neta ae cars 
Married 1856 
CARS ASA Ee ERICH ake ale ocr. Mpiicdrate diecast tet 1828 
Palirethcaiser wnnaiaeteusccersa manne cae etal sme oe 
Married 1862 
DAUGHTER, Died in infancy. 
WEBEL NeA eS AA EE Bee etislucdiaveeieeidies ers 1833 
Unmarried 
CAR GIECUN ECS Pech Hil Draka senone inate ane 1834 
Bredenick mluextOramanwcomecge arena cl aria ste kaie care 


Died 
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1924 
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Died 
1836 
1872 


1914 
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1901 
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CONSTANTINE CRANZ FAMILY 


CONST’INE CRANZ — 


Catherine Grether+ 
Married 1852 


LOUISE CRANZ 
Norman Vanhyning * 
Married 1880. 


GEORGE CRANZ 
Mamie Miller 
Married 1884. 


AMELIA CRANZ 
Frank Foust * 
Married 1878. 


* Died—1912, 1927. 


Born 
IBOUISe Hock n ac: 1852 
George 2. 1854 
Asimeliate satcsects 71856 
Pinal Hes coktchcucrae ene 1881 
Leonora... eect nee 1884 
Drene® 3 ies oh verets Pree 1886 
Mary o.asas ROE hs 1889 
NOnMan s)he -teicisie sini oe 1896 
Waele totter citer ee 1885 
Mitt alee: vce crete aoe alee 1886 
Josephine: 2 fic. sacdlewes 1888 
PaMeS ashes nies seman 1890 
Pei ellay aes tineyosc epee 1893 
Hlastyinntcpair ce acide tere 1879 
Martha 4:5 Si swatcneare tee 1881 
Nellar ais 3. acon apes aot 1883 
Grace is, Basen k can 1888 


+ Died—1909. 
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ONE MILITARY HERO 


It is not surprising that in a family so much given to the 
church during three centuries, there is so little of military activity 
in spite of the fact that for many generations they lived on the 
disputed ground of the Rhenish provinces. It is more than passing 
strange however, that the one member of the family who made for 
himself a military career, participated in one of the most disas- 
trous and spectacular campaigns of all time, Napoleon’s invasion 
of Russia and the tragedy of his retreat from Moscow in 1812. 

JaAcon, the elder brother of the Reverend Daniel, finished his 
high school education at Inspach and then entered a military 
academy at Ludwigsburg near Stuttgart. He was a cadet at that 
institution when Napoleon took over the Rhenish provinces and 
forced them to furnish large contingents of troops for the Russian 
campaign in 1812. Having had theoretical training as an officer 
and having developed into an expert horseman, he was commis- 
sioned a lieutenant of cavalry in a Wurtemberg regiment. 

There is no need to tell the story of how the Russians com- 
pletely thwarted their powerful “enemy by burning Moscow and 
leaving the invaders to starve among the ashes. 

Turning their backs upon the smoking ruins, the Napoleonic 
army which was more German than French in actual numbers, 
started on that terrible overland trek for the Polish frontier beyond 
which lay succor and protection. As the retreat proceeded it 
became a rout. Napoleon, fearing for his own safety and that 
of his Empire, left the army to its fate and raced on ahead to 
prepare the French nation for the shock of his defeat. Divisions 
brigades and regiments lost all semblance of order. Small units 
of Russian soldiery in pursuit played havoc with stragglers and 
weak detachments of the fugitives. Thousands of unfortunate 
Germans perished at the hands of these snipers who threw the 
bodies of their victims to the hogs or left them to rot in the open 
fields. 

Bitter cold weather of the winter season laid low thousands 
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who turned back from Moscow without organized commissary 
supply or adequate clothing. To add to the horror of that rout 
the dreaded typhus fever made its appearance in the ranks and 
men died like flies without medical attention or any pretense of 
protection from the elements. Tradition says that the Wurtem- 
berg cavalry regiment to which Jacob belonged, fared no better 
than the worst, and by the time the Beresina river was reached in 
the attempt to get to Warsaw, there was only a skeleton of the 
organization left. One of the shocking fheidents of the retreat 
was the collapse of the bridge over the Beresina under the weight 
of the refugees who crowded upon it in a mad rush to escape the 
rain of shot and shell from a Russian battery posted to rake the 
bridge. 

Lieutenant Jacob, now on foot since the cavalry horses had 
been slaughtered for food, had not crossed before the bridge went 
down. Being a strong swimmer, he took to the icy water and 
managed to reach the west bank of the river. Happily he fell 
in with Dr. Keller, a member of the regimental medical staff and 
a personal friend. Overcome by exposure and suffering from 
the weakness due to frostbitten hands and feet and the lack of 
food, the lieutenant quickly fell ill with typhus fever. 

Dr. Keller was a companion in arms and a comrade in fact. 
By almost superhuman effort he helped the lieutenant on his way 
by one means or another until he was able to commandeer a farm 
wagon into which he loaded his patient and pressed on along the 
road to Vilna in Poland where he was able to establish a tem- 
porary field hospital. They rested at Vilna for several weeks. 
Having survived the ravages of typhus the lieutenant was able to 
make his way home to Niederstetten where he arrived exhausted, 
a mere shadow of his former self, but he was tenderly cared for 
and nursed back to strength by his sisters. 

His recovery was sufficiently complete to permit rejoining 
his regiment in time to enter upon a very different service. 

Napoleon’s power being on the wane, the Germans rose to 
retrieve their national honor and throw off the yoke of the 
French. In this movement the Rhenish provinces were among 
the first to play their part. The lieutenant, veteran of the Russian 
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campaign, turned his sword against the French Emperor and won 
distinguished honors in the service for his Vaterland. 

By the close of this war he had won a captaincy by valor in 
action, and in due time was promoted to the rank of major. In 
1821 he was married to Frederika Mueller, of Ludwigsburg where 
he had been a cadet and where he now made his home. To them 
were born four sons and one daughter ; the eldest, August, like so 
many of the Cranzes, entered the ministry; Carl studied medicine 
but died young, unmarried; Ernest followed in his military 
father’s footsteps and became a regimental veterinary surgeon; 
Morritz entered the railway service, died young leaving a widow 
and two daughters. The only daughter, Elise, took teacher train- 
ing and became a governess. 

Suffering from the effects of the Russian campaign, Major 
Jacob felt his health giving way and sometime prior to 1837 he 
quit military service and settled down in Ludwigsburg where 
he succumbed to an attack of typhoid in that year, at the age of 49 
His brother Carl was drafted into the army and being a phar- 
macist he was commissioned a lieutenant and put in charge of 2 
field hospital in which typhus, the scourge of European armies 
in those days, broke out in an uncontrollable epidemic. He be- 
came infected and died suddenly in Reutlingen. 


But the family was not finished with the French. Elise had 
married and gone to live in Paris when the Franco-Prussian war 
broke out in 1870. Her brother Ernest, like his father before 
him, found himself in the German army opposed to the French. 
Upon the triumphal entry of the Germans into Paris, Ernest’s 
first thought was to search for his sister. He found her almost 
starved, having suffered a great distress as did many of the resi- 
dents of Paris during the famous siege. She died there several 
years later, leaving no children. Ernest died in Stuttgart leaving 
a widow but no children. 

Strangely enough, again, whatever there is of tragedy in the 
Cranz history seems to have been confined to the families of the 
brothers and sisters of the Reverend Daniel. Franz, the second 
son of his sister Johanna, emigrated to America in 1848, the year 
which witnessed the exodus of so many high class Germans for 
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political reasons. He spent some time with his cousin, Charles, 
in Akron where he clerked in the latter’s hardware store, but 
drifted to California in 1850 where he engaged in mining. All 
trace of him was lost until years later when it was definitely 
determined that he had drowned in a cloudburst which precipitated 
a great rush of water down the mountainside engulfing the camp 
in which he was located. 

Two children of another sister, Louise Cranz Staehle, also 
emigrated to America: Carl Staehle educaged as an engineer, en- 
gaged in railroad building in Switzerland, and went later with a 
party of engineers employed by the Brazilian government to lay 
out railroads from the coffee-growing district to the seaports, a 
project in which the Germans were badly treated and sent home 
worse off than when they arrived in South America. Returning 
home he found employment in the construction of a Wurtemberg 
state railroad, and while inspecting a stretch of new grade in the 
mountain region, fell over a cliff and was killed. 

Carl’s sister Louisa Staehle came to America in 1850, found 
a home with her cousin Charles in Akron, and also with her 
uncle, the Reverend Daniel, in Winesburg. Falling in love with 
her cousin Edward they were married on February 22, 1852. One 
of their sons, Oscar, met an untimely death in September, 1903, 
by the cave-in of an excavation in which he was working. It was 
his uncle, Constantine, who was drowned in the Missouri river. 
His sister Wilhelmina died on a train en route from California 
to her parents’ home in Ohio, in March, 1894. 


Oo— 


THE FAMILY OF 
CoNSTANTINE CRANZ AND CATHERINE GRETHER 


A more detailed history as written by Leonora Van Hyning, 
a granddaughter. 


Constantine Cranz, the youngest son of Reverend Daniel and Withel- 
menia (Renz) Cranz, was born February 16, 1827 in Neuenkirchen, Wur- 
temburg, Germany. He married Catherine Grether in February of 1852. 
They settled in Akron, Ohio, where he followed his trade of Cabinetmaker 
and undertaker. They lived here about two years, their home being on 
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the corner of Mill and Howard Streets, where the General Depositors 
Bank now stands, Akron was then a small village, with the Ohio Canal 
running through the place, where Main Street is now. Their oldest child 
was born here September 1, 1852. On account of the almost continuad 
suffering from ague and malaria in Akron, they moved to Doylestown, 
where they found conditions for health much better. Here two more 
children were born, George Daniel, born October 10, 1854, and two years 
later Amelia, born August 14, 1856. 

In the spring of °57, his brothers William and Edward, persuaded 
him to go with them to Kansas to try their fortunes there. Constantine 
left his wife and three children with his parents at Winesburg, Holmes 
County, until he could make a home for them in Kansas. They did not 
find things as they expected in Kansas and Edward and William soon 
returned, but as there was a building boom, and workmen scarce and wages 
high, Constantine stayed on, expecting to return in the fall. Just as he 
was about to return home he was taken sick with typhoid fever. He sent 
word of his illness to his brother William who was on his way when 
Constantine, in his delirium, eluded his nurse and went to the steamboat 
landing where his brother was to arrive. He fell into the river and was 
drowned. His brother arrived a day or so later. The body was found, 
and as it was not advisable to ship it home it was buried at Leavenworth, 
Kansas. He died October 1, 1857, at the age of 30 years. 

His wife and family knew nothing of his illness and the news of 
his death was a great shock to those who were looking each day for his 
return. Catherine, his widow, then remained with and cared for her mother 
and father-in-law until their death. 

In 1876 she came, with her children, then grown to manhood and 
womanhood, to New Portage which later became the north part of Barber- 
ton. Here her children were married. Louise, the eldest, was married to 
Norman Van Hyning, son of Sylvester and Melissa Van Hyning, December 
15, 1880. 

They settled on a farm given to him by his father and which later 
became part of Barberton. To this union five children were born, Anna 
Catherine, born October 30, 1881; Emma Leonora, born May 18, 1884; 
Irene Melissa, born January 13, 1886; Mary Amelia, March 18, 1889; 
Norman, Henry, April 11, 1896. The Van Hyning family continued to 
live in the home built for them and where all the children were born. They 
all received their early education in the Barberton Schools, afterward some 
attending the nearby Universities. 

The mother and grandmother, Catherine Cranz, made her home with 
the Van Hynings, making frequent visits to her other children. She died 
after an illness of eight months on August 22, 1909, and was buried in 
Lakewood Cemetery, Barberton. She was in her 79th year when she died. 
She lived to see her thirteen grandchildren reach mature years and to 
love and bless seven of her great grandchildren. 
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Of the Van Hyning family, Norman the husband and father, laid 
out part of his land into lots which were nearly all sold while Barberton 
was in its infancy. He was also interested in various enterprises in the 
growing town. He enjoyed going south in winter on hunting trips and 
later bought some land in the south on which he spent some of his time. 
In the winter of 1909 he was stricken with paralysis from which he suffered 
until his death three years later on October 30, 1912. He was buried in 
Lakewood Cemetery. 

Louise, the wife and mother, lives, together with those children who 
are still at home, in the new home built in 1911 on a lot adjoining the 
old home on Cornell St. (Wooster Road N., nov). 

Anna Catherine, the eldest daughter, after teaching in the public 
schools of Barberton, several years, was married to Ferris R. Miller, also 
of Barberton, on June 7, 1905. They lived for a time at Wheeling, West 
Virginia, where four of their children were born, Wade Elliott, December 
22, 1908; Emerson Van, July 9, 1910; Frances Louise, April 30, 1912; Anna 
Lucile, July 28, 1914. The following spring in 1915 they moved to Barber- 
ton, Here the third daughter, Lois Jeanette, was born July 9, 1917. 

In the winter of 1919, Mr. Miller went west with his family. At 
present he is with the Better Business Bureau of Los Angeles. 

Leonora, the second daughter, remains at home assisting with the 
household management ard various other duties; is interested in church 
and club work. 

Irene, the third daughter, taught in the public schools of Barberton 
and Akron, later teaching Domestic Science and doing dietetic work in 
the Akron Public Schools. At present is with the Y. W.-C. A., Akron, as 
a secretary. 

Mary, the youngest daughter, was married to C. Rowland Griffiths, 
of Barberton, October 8, 1911. Three children were born to them: Bonar 
Evan, July 1, 19183; Rowland Davies, July 18, 1916, and Marian Elaine, 
December 12, 1919. In 1920 Mr. Griffiths later went into a partnership 
in Kenmore where they are now living. He is a native of Wales. 

Norman, the youngest of the family, after graduating from high 
school, entered Western Reserve University in Cleveland. When the United 
States entered the world war, he left school and went into the aviation 
service at the Goodyear Flying Field. Here he became instructor in pilot- 
ing free balloons and dirigibles, and of this he has had many thrilling 
and novel experiences. After the war he worked for two years in the 
engineering department of the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company. He 
completed his engineering course at Akron University, afterward was with 
the A. C. & Y. Railroad. Later with the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company 
in Barberton, Norman married Harriet Potts, of Barberton, April 21, 1927. 
They have a son, Norman Douglas, born October 9, 1928. 
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George Daniel, only son of Constantine and Catherine Cranz, spent 
the earlier part of his life on the farm. He married Mamie Miller of 
Bath, April 10, 1884. They lived for a time on the farm of Charles Joss 
in Bath Township. Here Mabel Irene, their first child, was born, February 
13, 1885. They then moved to Bath Center where they lived for a short 
time and where the second child, Mira Catherine, was born, September 
26, 1886. From here they moved to Canton, Ohio, where George was 
employed at the Canton Glass Company for several years. At Canton Mary 
Josephine, the third daughter, was born October 6, 1888. 

In the spring of 1890 they moved to Barberton, Ohio. Here two 
more children were born to them, a son, James Miller, December 25, 1890; 
on November 6, 1893, the youngest child, Mamie Luella, who lived but ten 
months. George was employed for a short time at the American Sewer 
Pipe Company, then for a number of years at the Cararrah Paint Company, 
after which he served the city as sanitary policeman for nine years. He 
died October 19, 1924, is buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Barberton. 

Of their children, Mabel married Louis M. Clifford, October 12, 1904. 
They lived in Barberton for a time, where two children were born to them, 
James Kenneth, February 2, 1907, and Mabel Kathryn, August 9, 1908. 
When Kenneth was in his seventh year he was seriously hurt by falling 
over a banister. He died three weeks later, October 23, 1913, and was 
buried in Lakewood Cemetery. The Cliffords later moved to Detroit where 
they lived for a short time. At the time of the World War Mr. Clifford 
was working for the Government at their Nitrate Plant at Muscle Shoals, 
Alabama. The family lived here about a year, afterward moving to Akron, 
Ohio. 

Mira, a second daughter, was married to John R. Burhoe of Whit- 
man, Mass., on April 14, 1912. They lived for a short time in Cleveland, 
then moved to South Framington, Mass. Here their first child, Ethel 
Dorothy, was born, May 9, 1914. From there they moved to Walpole, 
Mass., where the second daughter, Margaret, was born, June 14, 1915, and 
later a son, George William, on March 6, 1917. The third daughter Edith 
Jean, was born December 22, 1926. 

The third daughter married Harold Pulver Wright, also of Barberton, 
en May 31, 1913. They lived in Youngstown, Ohio, five years, then they 
moved to Barberton. Josephine is active in church and social circles, 
belonging to several clubs in the city. 

James for a time worked in a shoe store outside of school hours. 
As a young man he was traveling salesman, after which he was stationed 
in a branch office at Detroit. On November 27, 1914, he was married to 
Mabel E. Palmer, of Akron, Ohio. They started housekeeping in Detroit, 
but later he became factory manager at Youngstown. Here they lived 
several years ; it was here their son, Billy Palmer, was born October 13, 1915- 

They are now living in Buffalo, New York, where he is factory man- 
ager of the Hewitt Gutta Percha Rubber Corporation. 
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Amelia, the youngest child of Constantine and Catherine Cranz, was 
married to Frank Foust at New Portage, September 15, 1878. They lived 
for a while near New Portage where their first child was born, Harry 
Edward, July 8, 1879. Later they moved to Bath Township where they 
lived for a time on a farm. Here two daughters were born to them, 
Martha Louise, August 26, 1881, and Nella Catherine, November 23, 1883. 
Then they moved to Hammonds Corners, where they kept a country inn. 
It was here the youngest daughter, Grace Matilda, was born, July 14, 1888. 
They were residents of Bath Township fourteen years, afterwards moving 
to Kenmore. They lived in Dalton three years, later moving to Barberton, 
Ohio, where Mr. Foust became street commiss#ner, in which capacity he 
served for a number of years. He died Augiist 14, 1927, and is buried in 
Lakewood Cemetery. The widow, Amelia, is making her home with the 
youngest daughter, in Barberton. 

The son, Harry, while working at Louisville, Kentucky, met Lillian 
Virginia Wright, to whom he was married July 16, 1911, They lived in 
Providence, Rhode Island, for a short time. In the summer of 1914 they 
moved, to Colorado to live, then to Missoula, Montana, and then to Mitchel, 
Nebraska.* 

Martha Louise, the eldest daughter married Charles Van Hyning, in 
March, 1903. They purchased a home east of Barberton, Here they lived 
for a number of years and here most of their children were born. Glenna 
A., the oldest child, was born October 2, 1903, Perry Franklin, December 
10, 1906; the twins, Wilber C. and Willis S., October 22, 1908; Eleanor, 
November 4, 1910; Harry Dale, March 1, 1916, and later Ion Audrienne, 
July 30, 1920, at Kent, Ohio, In the summer of 1919, while the twins 
were playing with some companions in the trees not far from their home, 
Wilber came in contact with a high tension electric wire which caused 
his death July 21, 1919. In the spring of 1920 the family moved to Kent, 
Ohio. 

Glenna graduated from high school in June, 1922, married Harold 
Bachtel, May 29, 1925. They have two children, Dwight H., born August 
10, 1926, and Lois M., October 17, 1927, 

Nella married Rollo F. Haven, of Cleveland, July 16, 1910. They 
made their home in Cleveland. In December of 1913 they adopted a baby 
boy, whom they named Gerard. 

Grace married Burns L. Culver of Barberton, July 14, 1911. They 
are living in Barberton where she is quite active in the Music and Art 
Study Club and other social circles of the city. 


* Now (1931) master mechanic for Great Western Sugar Co., Wheat- 
land, Wyoming. 


THE FAMILY OF 
Epwarp ‘CRANZ AND LouIsA STAEHLE 


A more detailed history as written by Eunice Cranz Grogan, 
a granddaughter. 


EpwaArp CRANZ was born in Neuenkirchen, Wurtemburg, Germany, 
July 12, 1828. He came to America in the summer of 1834 with his 
parents, who settled on a farm near Winesburg, Holmes County, Ohio, He 
attended the district school of the frontier country and acquired further 
learning through his own efforts. On February 22, 1858, he was married 
to his cousin, Louisa Staehle, who in 1850 had come to Winesburg from 
Wurtemberg, Germany. She was the eldest daughter of Albert Staehle 
and Louise Cranz Staehle. 

In the spring of 1864 he bought a farm in Bath, Summit County, Ohio, 
where he resided the remainder of his life. Hitherto his occupation had 
been, mostly in the mercantile line, having kept store in the villages of 
Bakersville, Middletown and Winesburg. In the latter place he rendered 
service to his country as captain of the militia, training recruits for the 
Civil War. In 1872 and again in 1876 he went to Germany to sell farm 
implements for the Excelsior Company then operating in Akron. He died 
of pneumonia April 12, 1901. He was well known in his community as 
an upright citizen and a good business man. 

After his death his wife, Louisa, remained at her home until 1910 
when she went to live with her son Carl in Akron. She died August 7th, 
1914. She was well read and kept herself well informed on matters of 
general world interest. She was also accomplished in knitting and needle- 
work. 

There were six children in the family: 

WILHELMINA Louisa, the oldest daughter, was born in Bakersville, 
Coshocton County, Ohio, December 15, 1852. During her school days she 
prepared herself for teaching and taught her first term in 1872. In 1879 
she went to Kansas to teach and while there boarded with the family of a 
Baptist minister. Here she met and later became engaged to the minister’s 
son, Frank Frink. They were married at her home in Ira, Ohio, December 
28, 1881. They lived in Kansas for three years, then moved on a ranch on 
southern California. She contracted throat trouble following an attack of 
the grippe and wanted to-come to her home in Ohio. She died on the 
journey while crossing the mountains at La Junta, Colorado, March 29, 
1894. She left no children. She was prominent in church work and was 
president of the W. C. T. U. in Oceanside, California, 

ALBERT CoNSTANTINE, the second child, was born in Bakersville, Ohio, 
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January 20, 1854. He attended Richfield High School and later spent one 
year in Buchtel College in Akron. Desirous of becoming a doctor, he 
continued his studies under Dr. Karl Peters of Winesburg, Ohio, and re- 
mained with him three years. Then as a further step he entered the Ohio 
Medical College in ‘Cincinnati and graduated in February, 1879. He began 
his practice in Unity, Columbiana County, Ohio, but soon returned to 
Winesburg where he practiced the remainder of his life. He was very 
popular with his patients and successful in his work. Ill health and failing 
eyesight forced him to give up his practice and he returned to his father’s 
home in Ira in 1887. He died of pneumonia November 22, 1888, 

Epwarp Henry, third child, was born in Middletown, Holmes County, 
Ohio, July 31, 1856. He received his education in the public schools and 
later devoted most of his time to farming.” He married Malinda Lutz, 
February 28, 1888. They moved to Wadsworth, Ohio, in 1892, remaining 
there two years. During this time he was engaged in various occupations 
and when he returned he bought his father’s farm at Ira. He thereupon 
became a successful farmer. Two sons were born, Walter Albert and Daniel 
Edward. After a lingering illness his wife died on October 17, 1915. He 
died December 19, 1924. 

Oscar WitiiAm, the fourth child, was born in Middletown, Ohio, Oc- 
tober 24, 1858. He attended Richfield High School and prepared himself 
for teaching. He was married on February 4, 1879, to Clara Duryee. Three 
children were born, Frank Albert, Eva Louisa and Ralph Emerson. The 
marriage resulted in a divorce in the spring of 1894, he receiving the cus- 
tody of the children. On August 5, 1896, he married Bertha McCollister 
and they went to Oceanside, California, to make their home. Here a daugh- 
ter was born, Ruth Hazel. His death was caused by accident while he was 
employed in the excavation of the basement of a hotel. He died September 
5, 1903, at Los Angeles. He was first a member of the Congregational 
Church and later joined the Methodists, and was prominent in church work 
in his community. He also enjoyed playing the violin. 

Cary FReEiERICK, fifth child, was born in Winesburg, Holmes County, 
Ohio, March 25, 1863. He received his education in the public schools and 
later devoted his time to farming. He was married to Caroline Drescher 
March 4th, 1890. They have three daughters, Eunice Louisa, Celia and 
Marian. In March, 1908, he moved to Akron, Ohio, and later to Cuyahoga 
Falls. He and his family are members of the Congregational Church. 

Mary Caro!Nne, the youngest, was born at Ira, Ohio, August 24, 1866. 
She attended Richfield High School and Lake Erie Seminary. She resided 
with her parents until 1895 when she went to California for her health, 
She remained two years. In the fall of 1907 she was afflicted with total 
blindness and deafness. Two years later she went to live with her brother 
Carl. There she learned to read the New York Point System, and also 
spends much time knitting and sewing for the State Commission for the 
Blind. During the World War she did much knitting for the soldiers. 
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Frank A pert, oldest son of Oscar Cranz, was born in Bath, Ohio, 
February 11th, 1879. He attended the Bath Township schools until he went 
with his father to California in 1896. There he went to the Fallbrook 
School and was engaged in various kinds of work, until he returned to Ohio 
in 1899. Two years later he went to Michigan and there he met and mar- 
ried Elizabeth Colby, October 25, 1902. They returned to Ohio in 1903, 
making their home in Akron, except nearly two years spent on the farm at 
Ira. Three children were born, Marie, born in Michigan, May 8, 1903, 
Dorothy Lucille, born in Akron, December 2, 1905, and Vernon Harold, 
born in Ira, September &th, 1907. The wife and mother died in Akron, 
April 28th, 1911. Frank is now located with the Western & Southern Life 
Insurance Company. 

Marie, the oldest daughter, was married to Clarence Ackers, a farmer, 
in Michigan, February 25th, 1922. 

Eva Loutse, daughter of Oscar Cranz, was born in Bath, Ohio, Oc- 
tober 31st, 1880. She attended Bath and Copley Schools and later Mount 
Union College. She taught school in Ohio, Indiana, Alabama, Minnesota 
and North Dakota. Also worked for a time at the B. F. Goodrich Rubber 
Company. In East Grand Forks, North Dakota, she met and was married 
to Howard Seager, June Ist, 1918 They are now located at Burlingame, 
California. 

Rateu Emerson, son of Oscar Cranz, was born in Bath, Ohio, Sep- 
tember 15, 1888. Went with his father to California in 1896, came back 
to Ohio in 1903, attended school in Bath and Copley. Worked at various 
kinds of work, mostly farming. Has traveled considerably in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico. Has not been heard from since April, 1918. 

Rutu Hazer was born at Oceanside, California, September 7, 1899. 
After the death of her father, Oscar Cranz, she returned to Ohio with her 
mother in November, 1908. She attended public school in Copley and 
Akron and took a stenographic course in business college. She was em- 
ployed in Akron several years and then returned to Los Angeles, California, 
in December, 1919. She was married to Harold Ritches, September 25, 1920. 

O— 

WALTER ALBERT, oldest son of Edward Cranz, Jr., was born at Ira, 
Ohio, September 2, 1889. He graduated from Akron High School and at- 
tended Buchtel College. He taught school several terms, but devoted most 
of his time to farming. He is living on his father’s farm at Ira. 

DanteL Epwarp, youngest son of Edward Cranz, Jr., was born in 
Wadsworth, Ohio, October 24, 1892. He graduated from Akron High 
School in 1911 and from Ohio State University as a veterinarian in 1914. 
Was married to Maud Uplinger February 25th, 1915, and later divorced 
her. He entered the army as a veterinarian, being a 2nd Lieutenant, was 
sent to France, returned in July, 1919. He married Clara Miller, August 
12th, 1920. Had one daughter, born February 21st, 1921, Louise Caroline. 
He died April Ist, 1921. 
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Eunice Loutse, oldest daughter of Carl Cranz, was born at Ira, Feb- 
ruary Ist, 1891; attended Bath Schools. Graduated from Bath High School 
in 1909. Moved to Akron with her parents in March, 1908, where she con- 
tinued studying music for some time. (This record compiled by her before 
her marriage. ) 

CeLia, second daughter of Carl Cranz, was borti at Ira, March 21st, 
1893. Attended Bath schools. Went to Akron with her parents, March, 
1908. Graduated from Akron High School in January, 1911. Taught 
school one term, worked as clerk in one of the rubber factories for about 
two years. Then went in training at Akron City Hospital, graduating in 
1917. She took a course in surgery at the New gY ork Post Graduate Hos- 
pital, which prepared her for work in the operating room at the Akron 
City Hospital; in 1920 she went in service with an ear, nose and throat 
specialist. 

Marian, youngest daughter of Carl Cranz, was born at Ira, August 
12, 1894. Attended Bath School, went to Akron with her parents, March, 
1908. Graduated from Akron High School in June, 1915, Was employed 
as a clerk in the office of the rubber factories for about eight years. Was 
married to Ross Lester November 19, 1921. They are living in Akron. 


O- 


THE FAMILY OF 
CHARLES CRANZ AND MARGARET SNYDER 


A more detailed history as written by Lenora Van Hyning 


George Carl Frederick Wilhelm Cranz, better known as Charles 
Cranz, first son of Reverend Daniel Cranz, born February 13, 1817, in 
Weisenbach, Germany, came to the United States with his parents in 1834, 
then a young man of 17. He became a clerk in a hardware store in Canton, 
Ohio. There he met *Marzaretta D. Schneider, daughter of his employer, 
fell in love with her and married her September 17, 1845. (*Margaretta 
D. Schneider born September 29, 1825.) After they were married they lo- 
cated in Akron, Ohio, where he opened a hardware store of his own. Their 
home was on North Prospect Street. Here their children were born; the 
first child, a daughter, died in infancy. The second, a son, Charles C., born 
February 18, 1848; Emma Rebecca, April 1, 1851; Frank F., January 3, 
1853; Harry C., July 5, 1857, and William S., September 26, 1859, 
Charles, later, helped to form the Excelsior Mower and Reaper Com- 
pany in which he had an interest. He travelled quite extensively for the 
firm, through the States and also went to Europe several times. Later, in 
about 1882, they went to California to live. There he had quite an exten- 


* Spelling afterwards Americanized. 
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sive fruit ranch near San Jose. He died and was buried there in 1898; his 
wife died in 1896. 

CuHarLes C. was engaged in the mining industry in Mexico for some 
years. He was not married. He died in Mexico. 

Emma Rebecca married Thomas Perkins of Akron, Ohio, They went 
to Sharon, Pennsylvania, to live and there their children were born— 
Charles C., September 3, 1875, and Anna B., October 17, 1877. Later they 
moved to Huenema, Southern California, where Tom Perkins died. Emma 
then married his brother, David Perkins. They lived in Santa Barbara. 
After her second husband's death she lived at a private hotel in Santa Bar- 
bara. She died in March, 1926. 

Her daughter, Anna B. Perkins, married Todd Ford. They live in 
Pasadena, California, and have a daughter, Marian Perkins Ford, born 
March 30, 1910. 

Caries C. Perkins, son of Emma Perkins, married Lucy Kelly of 
Cleveland, Ohio. They live in Camavillo, Ventura County, California, 
where he carries on the business left by his father. They have no children. 

Frank, second son of Charles Cranz, lived in Los Angeles, California, 
was married and died there. (No other record.) 

Harry C., third son of Charles Cranz, lives in Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia. His wife died some years ago. 

WiuturaM S., youngest son of Charles Cranz, lived in Mexico, where 
he was interested in mining. He married a Spanish lady. They have one 
daughter, Valentina, born on Valentine Day. William died in San Diego, 
California. 

O-—-——————— 
Tue FaMILy OF 
Louisa Cranz AND N. F. Joss 


A more detailed history as written by Leonora Van Hyning 


Louisa, second child of Reverend Daniel and Wilhelmina (Renz) 
Cranz, was born April 24, 1818, at Weisenbach, Germany. She came to 
America with her parents, four brothers and sister, arriving at her destina- 
tion, Winesburg, Ohio, November 5, 1834. Louisa’ soon met Nicholas Fred- 
erick Joss, a Swiss by birth. They were married at her home December 13, 
1836. They began housekeeping at Walnut Creek, where he taught school. 
Several of their nine children were born here: Caroline, the eldest, was 
born March 24, 1839; William, June 11, 1840; Emilia, July 22, 1842; Adol- 
phina, April 8, 1844. 

In October, 1846, they moved to Winesburg, where Mr. Joss started 
a general store and carried on a profitable business for many years. He 
was a capable and influential business man. He was a Notary Public and 
people from the whole community came to him for help and advice in mat- 
ters of business. He was often spoken of as the “King of Winesburg.” 
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The family home was near the store. The other children were born here: 
Emma, October 25, 1846; Charles, January 2, 1849; Sophia, October 11, 
1851; Leonora, March 18, 1854, and Mary, the youngest, March 21, 1856. 
Of their children, two died in childhood—Adolphina, March 7, 1851, at the 
age of 7; Emma, May 28, 1851, aged 4% years. William died at the age 
of 18, January 22, 1859. The two sons worked in the store as soon as they 
were old enough, and later, Charles and Augustus Frederick, a son-in-law, 
took over the business. N. F. Joss devoted his time to other affairs. He 
died of apoplexy on August 2, 1886. Louisa lived at their home after her 
husband’s death. Her sister, Paulina, lived with her, 

Louisa reared a large family but always kept one or two maids and 
had extra help as occasion demanded, for in thase days housewives prepared 
and cured all their meats, preserved and dried their fruits and vegetables. 
Mrs. Joss died of grippe in January, 1894. 


——_—_9-—_—_——__ 


CAROLINE, the eldest daughter, married Simon Gerber on Christmas 
Day, December 25, 1860, at Winesburg. Mr. Gerber was a Swiss by birth; 
he was an importer of Swiss cheese in New York City where they lived at 
the Belvidere Hotel. Sometime later they went to Switzerland to live. 
They had no children. Both died and were buried near Therne, Switzer- 
land; Caroline preceded her husband by several years. 


O— 


Emiita, the second daughter, married Augustus Frederick at their 
home near Winesburg, March 4, 1864. They lived for a time in Chillicothe, 
Ohio, where he was clerking in the dry goods store of Mr. Woodrow, a 
relative of President Wilson. Their first child, a daughter, Emma Louise, 
was born in Winesburg, September 7, 1865. The eldest son, Charles Simon 
Daniel, was born June 5, 1868, at Chillicothe. Later they moved to Wines- 
burg, where Mr. Frederick, generally known as “Gust” among his friends, 
worked in the Joss store. Here their other children were born, William 
Nicholas, January 27, 1872; Harry Oscar, April 13, 1876; Albert A., No- 
vember 25, 1877; Otmar L., July 29, 1882, and Julia, the youngest, Novem- 
ber 21, 1887. Later on, they moved to Canton, Ohio, when he retired from 
business and where some of their children lived. Here they spent many 
happy years surrounded by their friends and young people. They both 
lived to a ripe old age. (Mr. Frederick retained all of his teeth sound and 
whole to the day of his death.) He was up in the eighties when he died 
of pneumonia, March 30, 1919. Emilia, his wife, preceded him in death. 
She passed on April 1, 1914, of arterio sclerosis. 

Emma Louise, the eldest daughter, married Celen A. Reeser, June 25, 
1901, They lived in Akron, Ohio. Mr. Reeser died of pneumonia Septem- 
ber 1, 1913. They had no children. Later Emma moved to East Sparta, 
Ohio. 

Cuartes, the eldest son, married Alice Bair, June 5, 1893. They were 
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married at her home near Winesburg and lived in Winesburg for a time. 
Later they lived in Columbus for several years, then moved to Cleveland. 

Witt1am NicHo.as, the second son, better known as Will, married 
Pearl A. Criswell, June 20, 1907, at Canton, Ohio, where they made their 
heme. He is president and cashier of The Peoples’ Commercial & Savings 
Bank of Canton, and has always been prominent in church and Sunday 
school work at the Grace Reformed ‘Church, where the Fredericks all at- 
tended and where the Herbruchs (father and son), friends of the family, 
were ministers for many years. Their two children, a son and a daughter, 
were born in Canton; Paul Criswell, April 29, 1909, and Wilda Joyce, Sep- 
tember 9, 1917. 

Harry Oscar, the third son, married Stella Diller, May 27, 1903, at 
Bluffton, Ohio. He is a dentist and had an office at Bluffton for some 
time. Later they went to Mt. Blanchard, Ohio, then to Marion, Ohio, and 
later moved to Ashtabula, where they have since lived. They have four 
children: Wayne Diller, born July 16, 1904, at Bluffton, Ohio; Richard 
Joss, born November 10, 1906, at Bluffton, Ohio; Mary Lenore, October 13, 
1910, at Mt. Blanchard, Ohio, and Harold, September 24, 1914, at Marion, 
Ohio. 

Apert A, FRrepderICK, fourth son of Emilia and Augustus Frederick, 
married Blanch E. Hopper, October 24, 1906, at Cleveland, Ohio. Their 
home is in South Bend, Indiana. Three children were born to them: Lee 
Hopper, born February 20, 1908, South Bend, Ind.; Natalie Margaret, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1912, and Dorothy Alberta, November 5, 1913, South Bend, In- 
diana. Natalie Margaret died of pneumonia December 28, 1912. 

OrMar L. FRepeRICK married Carrie F. Yohe, September 26, 1906, at 
Canton, Ohio. He was employed by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
at Canton. Later he was transferred to Buffalo. They have one daughter, 
Pauline Leona, born September 27, 1907, at Canton, Ohio. 

JuLiA CAROLINE married Jchn F, Bauer, the wedding taking place in 
the old church in Winesburg, August 5, 1917. They live in Canton, Ohio, 
where Mr. Bauer is engaged in road construction. They have two chil- 
dren, Jean Emelia, born July 10, 1918, and Frederick Joss, born December 
19, 1922. 

Ont 


Cartes Joss married Frances Kilmer, of near Winesburg, on Sun- 
day, October 1, 1876. They lived for a time at Winesburg where he was 
employed in his father’s store. Here their children were born, a daughter, 
Irma, February 18, 1880; Eldon F., October 12, 1882; Omar C., July 24, 
1884. They moved to Chicago, where they lived a couple of years, then 
went to Kansas City for a short time. From there they moved to Canton, 
later settling on a farm in Bath Township. Here he owned and operated a 
cheese factory for a number of years. He died March 4, 1909, at the home 
of this daughter in Barberton. He was laid to rest in Lakewood Cemetery 
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in Barberton. Frances died at her home in Bath, October 15, 1921, and was 
laid to rest in Lakewood Cemetery in Barberton. 

Irma lived at home until her marriage to Arthur Lynn Miller, Feb- 
ruary 6, 1900. Their children were all born in Barberton: Helen Ione, the 
eldest, April 8, 1901; Ethel Lucile, February 18, 1903, and died a year 
later of pneumonia, February 24, 1904. A son, Donald Joss, was born May 
20, 1905, and Florence Virginia, the youngest, February 18, 1907. Later 
they moved to Canton. Helen, the eldest daughter, graduated from the 
Canton High School and took nurse training at The Walter Reed Hospital 
in Washington, D. C., from where she graduated in 1924. She is at present 
Supervisor at the Nursery and Children’s Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Donald has been instructor of swimming. Florence is at the Aultman Hos- 
pital in Canton as Assistant Technician. 

Etton married Florence E. Wyckoff, August 22, 1906. He took over 
his father’s farm in Bath Township where they live. Three children were 
born to them: Carroll Emerson, July 7, 1917; Winona L., February 7, 1919, 
and Marjorie Jearette, September 14, 1920. 

Omar married Blanch E. Ellis of Cleveland, Ohio, September 18, 1909. 
A son, Ellis F., was born August 18, 1910. Blanche died on December 4, 
1927. 


SopniA, fifth daughter of Louisa and Nicholas F. Joss, married Fred 
Blaser, December 11, 1873. They lived on a farm near Winesburg. To 
them were born six children; Leonora, the eldest, was born August 3, 1874; 
Charles, the first son, September 11, 1875; Arthur, October 2, 1876; Amelia, 
March 23, 1879; William, October 25, 1880. One baby, a son, died in in- 
fancy. Sophia, before her marriage, had received some musical education, 
as did her sisters, for she played the pipe organ at church. She was killed 
in the basement of her house by lightning, May 14, 1881. This was a ter- 
rible shock to the husband and children and all the many relatives and 
friends. His younger sister kept house for him for a number of years. 
Later he married again. 

Emetta, the small daughter, then only two years old, was taken by 
her aunt, Emilia Joss Frederick. 

Leonora, the eldest, married Fred Cleophas. They lived at Wines- 
burg, Ohio, for a time, later moved to Canada on a farm. Two children 
were born to them: a son, Theron, who died when a lad of twelve years; 
and a daughter, Inez, who is now teaching school. They live on a 600-acre 
ranch in Saskatchewan, Canada, near the city of Beinfeit. 

CHARLES married Lena Greunizer, who later died, leaving him with 
three small children, a daughter, Marie, and two sons, Carl and Ralph. 

Marie married Herbert Krapp, of Canton, where they are living. 
They haye a.son. Robert. Th eK oOistiinnie Shee. kentoeeh 
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Cari married Hilda Krapp, sister of his sister’s husband. Their home 
is in Canton. They have a daughter, Elaine. 

Ralph is at present employed at Canton, Ohio. 

ARTHUR married Esther Hemphill, October 16, 1906. They have two 
children, Arthur, Jr., and Margaret. They live in Cleveland. He is a 
graduate of Wooster College, also of Case School of Applied Science, 
Cleveland, Ohio, and later studied in Berlin, Germany. 

AMELIA married Gordon Stair, June 5, 1907. They are living at 
Marion. They have two sons, Robert Joss, born June 20, 1908, and William 
Gordon, March 29, 1910. A little daughter, Harriet Louise, was born June 
3, 1915, and passed away on January 14, 1917. Before her marriage, Amelia 
was a trained nurse, having received her training at the City Hospital at 
Akron. 

WitLiAM married Electa Karch, September 3, 1910. Their home is 
in Cleveland, Ohio, where he is Assistant County Surveyor and Bridge En- 
gineer. He is a graduate of Wooster College and Case School of Applied 
Science, Cleveland, Ohio. He designed and superintended the building of 
the new Superior Street Bridge in Cleveland. They have two daughters, 
Mary Elizabeth, born July 9, 1912, and Clara Virginia, October 10, 1916. 


o————_- 


Leonora, the sixth daughter of Louisa and N. F. Joss, went to New 
York City with her sister, Caroline Garber. There she met Dr. Louis 
Spaunhake, a German. They were married March 4, 1880, and lived in 
New York City, where the Doctor practiced for many years. He died of 
pneumonia January 1, 1899. They had two children, Otelia Caroline, born 
in February, 1881, and a son, Herman, about two years later. Leonora and 
her daughter, Otelia, lived in their apartment in New York City, and the 
son, Herman, was married and lived in East Orange, N. J. Leonora died 
in 1930, 

O-————-— 


Mary married Frederick Reichenbach, Jr., at her home in Winesburg, 
Ohio, September 12, 1878. They made their home at Dundee, Ohio, where 
their daughter, Ilda, was born November 27, 1879. Later he went west on 
surveying work. Mary and her daughter, Ilda, went to Canton, Ohio, to 
live. Ida, the daughter, married Paul A, Snyder, May 29, 1897. They live 
in Columbus, where he is Auditor of the Columbus Athletic Club. Ilda is 
a Private Secretary in the Ohio Bell Telephone Company at Columbus. 
They have no children. Mary died March 21, 1925. 
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